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Deir al-Balah, Palestinian Territories
Dozens killed: At least 44 people were 
killed this week in air strikes on two 
schools and a hospital complex in Gaza, 
according to local officials. Video footage 
showed men trying to rescue the injured 
and put out fires at a tented camp for 
displaced people in a courtyard of the 
Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah. 
The schools that were hit were also 
housing displaced families. Israel said 
it had been targeting Hamas command 
centres at the schools, and a militant 
based at the hospital. Separately, the WHO 
and the UN reiterated warnings about the 
spread of infectious diseases in Gaza owing 
to the lack of access to safe drinking water, 
the accumulation of rubbish, and the free 
flow of sewage as a result of infrastructure 
damage. Recently, the polio virus was 
detected in sewage samples from Gaza. 

El Fasher, 
Sudan
Humanitarian 
crisis: Famine has 
been declared in 
a refugee camp 
housing roughly 
half-a-million people in the Sudanese 
region of North Darfur. The UN-backed 
Famine Review Committee has warned 
that people are starving to death in 
Zamzam camp, near the city of El Fasher, 
which sprang up during the genocide in 
the early 2000s, and – owing to the fighting 
between paramilitary Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF) and the Sudanese army – 
has since grown much larger. El Fasher 
and nearby camps have been besieged 
by the RSF for months, and the group has 
deliberately prevented medicine and food 
aid from reaching the city. The UN has 
estimated that more than 26 million people 
are facing acute hunger across Sudan. 

Tokyo
Rice pinch: Rice stocks in 
Japan are at their lowest 
level this century, owing 
to a scorching heatwave 
last year resulting in 
a lower-quality harvest. 
Private sector inventories 
were down 20% in June, 
year on year, and the 
trading price of the grain 
has hit a 30-year high. 
A surge in demand caused 
by the recent tourism 
boom is believed to have 
exacerbated the problem, 
and although there is 
no real risk of rice 
stocks running out, some 

supermarkets have 
taken action to 

prevent 
panic 

buying. 

Mogadishu
Beach attack: 
Al-Shabaab 
militants have 
confirmed they 
were behind 
a deadly gun 
and bomb 
attack on a 
popular beach 
in the Somali 

capital, Mogadishu, last week, killing 
37 people. According to witness reports, 
a suicide bomber blew himself up outside 
a hotel on Lido beach; gunmen then tried 
to storm the hotel, and then targeted 
people relaxing on the beach outside. The 
group, which is linked to al-Qa’eda, has 
been waging an insurgency in Somalia 
since 2007 in an attempt to impose an 
Islamic state. While al-Shabaab has lost 
territory in recent years, it still controls 
parts of the country. 

Mundakkai, India
Deadly landslides: The death toll from 
two huge landslides in Kerala last week 
has risen to more than 360. Triggered by 
heavy rain, the landslides struck late at 
night, submerging entire villages in mud. 
The district had recorded 300mm of rain 
in 24 hours – five times the daily average 
for the monsoon season. Climate change 
has been blamed for an uptick in landslides 
in the region, along with deforestation and 
rapid development on unstable terrain to 
accommodate a surge in tourism. The 
worst-hit village, Mundakkai, reportedly 
had almost 700 hotels and tourist lets.

Dhaka
Hasina flees: Bangladesh’s embattled prime 
minister, Sheikh Hasina, resigned and fled to 
India this week, after hundreds of thousands of 
anti-government protesters took to the streets, 
in defiance of a curfew and a police crackdown in 
which hundreds of people have been killed. With 
more unrest predicted, military leaders had warned 
that if she did not go, there would be a bloodbath. 
This week, her son told the media that his mother – who’d ruled the country since 
2009 – was “disheartened” by the lack of “gratitude” of the people of Bangladesh, 
and that the 76-year-old (pictured) would not be returning to politics. 
    The daughter of Bangladesh’s independence leader, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who 
was killed in a military coup in 1975, Hasina emerged as a pro-democracy student 
activist. She was celebrated for helping to oust the military and, later, transforming her 
country’s economy. But she had latterly been accused of crushing dissent, as inequality 
and state corruption rose. This week, her rival, the opposition leader Khaleda Zia, 
was released from house arrest, and her long-time critic, the Nobel Prize-winning 
economist Muhammad Yunus, agreed to return to lead an interim government. 
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